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Cheshire Rural Touring Arts

Venue Tech Spec  updated 2014/15
	Name Of Venue   UPTON VILLAGE HALL

	Address of venue (including postcode)
28 HEATH ROAD
UPTON

CHESTER   CH2 1HX

	Specific local directions to venue (if its difficult to find from the address/postcode alone)


	Name of contact person (s) for venue 
Phil O’Neill

	Telephone number for venue contact person (s)
01244 379568

	Email for venue contact person (s)
phil.oneill@ukgateway.net


Venue Information
	Floor Surface and condition (eg wood, lino etc)
Wooden sprung floor

	Access to venue (where  do the company park the van and load the set into etc)
Van parked by main entrance for loading/unloading and in car park at rear of hall during performance



	Dressing rooms / facilities (how many, what size, what facilities are included such as toilets, sinks, use of a kitchen etc)
Two, one on either side of the stage with access to the rear of the stage.
The main one is our Meeting Room with access to toilet and kitchen.  The other one which is used only rarely has a sink and access to more toilets.  Bothe have adequate tables and chairs.  See:
http://www.uptonbychestervillagehall.org.uk/facilities.html

	Performance area (Is there a stage and if so what size and does it have working curtains? 

Stage 6m(W) x 5m(D) with working curtains.  See:
http://www.uptonbychestervillagehall.org.uk/stage.html

If the company are to perform on the floor, how can it be ensured all the audience can see? What may the company need to consider when preparing their seating plans?)
Companies in our experience don’t give this much thought and can be quite inflexible.  We often have quite big audiences so this can be a problem.  Obviously productions shouldn’t spend time crawling around or sitting on the floor as only the first couple of rows will see them – surprising how often this happens though.
Even if we set out tables and seating to ensure good sight lines, the audience invariably move them around when they arrive – best laid plans and all that. 
Best if companies incorporate some staging into their set design to raise the action up so they can be seen.


	What is the venue capacity and seating available  (include numbers for different set ups if you vary your layout, eg cabaret style, traditional theatre style etc, and also if you use chairs, benches mats for children etc)
Theatre style maximum capacity is 200 for stage productions.  For floor productions maximum capacity is 150 but 120 would ensure better viewing for all. Children can sit on mats or benches that we can borrow from the local school.
For cabaret style with round cafe tables and chairs, maximum capacity is 130



	Black out. Is there a total blackout in the performance area? 
Yes


	Masking. Are there any back tabs (fabric or rigid) available to hide areas at the side of the stage? If yes please give details.
Yes, our dramatic society have cloth screens that we can use


	Power supply. Please give details of the power supply to the venue.
13amp single phase with ample sockets


	Lighting. Please give details of any lighting available to use.
Numerous floods and spots belonging to our dramatic society.  However, except in rare circumstances we do not have use of their lighting board and so cannot control the lighting.  ie. The lights we choose to use have to be permanently on during performance.


	Sound. Please give details of any sound equipment available to use.
A pre-amp and amp feeding 4 loud speakers arranged around the hall.  Microphone sockets and jack plug inputs available on stage.


	Is there a piano? If so please give details of type (eg upright wooden, electric etc) and is it in tune?

Upright Broadwood piano in good condition and kept tuned


	Please add any other information you think may be helpful.



	Please provide a floor plan of the venue or performance space with this form. Please include dimensions of the hall and stage area, height, width and location of doors, and locations of power sockets.  Please attach the plan with this completed form.
Please see: http://www.uptonbychestervillagehall.org.uk/facilities.html
Your cooperation is very much appreciated. Thank you.


